
Stem cell expert: Research does not have to harm life
By PETER FINNEY Jr.

Father Tadeuscz Pacholczyk, di-
rector of education at the National

Catholic Bioethics Center in Phila-

delphia, is one of those rare priests
who is as comfortable comprehend-
ing the big picture - the meaningof
life and the natural law - as he is

explaining the microscopic picture
- the mysteries of embryonic life
and neuroscience.

Because of his plentiful theologi-
cal and scientific degrees, the let-
ters behind his name resemble an

optometrist’s eye chart. In essence,
the priest-scientist is conversant in
two totally different languages that
often defy simultaneous transla-
tion.

“Scienceis a language, likeGreek
or Latin,” said Father Pacholczyk,
who willdeliver apublic lecture on
“Stem Cells and Cloning: Under-

standing the Scientific Issues and
the Moral Objections” Nov. 20 at 7

p.m. at Notre Dame Seminary. “In
order to speak that language, you
have to invest considerable time

and energy to become fluent. If

one can speak both languages (sci-
ence and theology), one can be of
great service to the mission of the
church.”

Father Pacholczyk (pronounced
pah-HOLE-chick), a priest of the
Diocese of Fall River, Mass., earned
a doctorate in neuroscience from

Yale University and did post-doc-
toral work at Harvard. He also

holds four bachelor’s degrees - in
chemistry, biochemistry, molecular
and cellular biology, and philoso-
phy. He also spent years in labora-
tory research.

THE church’s goal in debating
the morality ofembryonic stem cell
research should be to use both sci-

entific fact and the Gospel message

“in a way that hits peoplebetween
the eyes,” Father Pacholczyk said.
“Science is such an enormous

power within our midst,” Father

Pacholczyk said. “We need to prop-
erly assess what it is that science
offers us so that we end up using
it if it is for the good and not allow
it to be the power that tramples or
destroys.”
In his public lectures, Father Pa-
cholczyk says he tries to simplify
the language so that everyone can
understand the basic moral dilem-

mas involved in the research.

“These issues are complex, and
that can be used as a way to hide

certain essential dimensions,”
Father Pacholczyk said. “But the
ethical and moral issues are not

exceedingly complex.”
There is vast evidence that re-
search on what is called “pluripo-
tent” stem cells can be carried out
“without violating the integrity of

any embryo,” Father Pacholczyk
said.
A group of Japanese scientists
recently published a paper detail-
ing how they took an adult stem
cell, treated it with chemicals
or gene products and made it
“go backward so it became more
primitive and more powerful and
indirectly became a pluripotent
stem cell,” Father Pacholczyk
said. “No embryos were involved
anywhere.”

ANOTHER approach, tested

recently in mice, has been to use
germ cells andtransmute them into

pluripotent stem cells.
Father Pacholczyk said a recent
misrepresentation of the scientific
research byAdvanced Cell Technol-
ogy inWorcester, Mass., illustrates
the danger involved in accepting
secular media reports about new

advances.
The press release indicated the

research was done by taking one
cell from an eight-cell human em-

bryo, leaving seven cells behind
that could “continue to grow as

an embryo and become a baby,”
Father Pacholczyk said. “They also
claimed the one cell they plucked
off was turneddirectly into an em-
bryonic stem cell. It turns out both
claims were false.”

Father Pacholczyk said the Ad-

vanced Cell scientists used 16
human embryos in their research
“and destroyed all 16.” Even if the
research had donewhat it claimed
to do, Father Pacholczyk said there
would still be plenty ofmoral objec-
tions to that research.
“First of all, you’re carrying out

a nontherapeutic intervention on
embryos, removing more than 10
percentof the bodymass ofa young
human because you’re interested in
doing some experiment,” he said.
“You would never treat human pa-
tients in that way - removing parts
oftheir bodies because you’re inter-
ested in doing an experiment.

“THE PRESS release was inac-

curate. The question is, who is re-
sponsible? One can almost say the
scientists weren’t responsible, but
that is a stretch to the extent that

they are making an initial sum-
mary available. You’re not goingto
ask a PR firm to read the original
research paper and summarize it
for you. The issue here was that

there was some kind of willful

overlooking of what had actually
transpired.”
Father Pacholczyk said the list of
diseases capable of being treated
throughadult stem cell research is

large and growing every month.
“Research with adult stem cells

has opened up the entire field of
regenerative medicinein away that
it is lightyears ahead ofclinical ap-
plication of embryonic stem cells,”
Father Pacholczyk said. “You may
throw a lot of money at embryonic
stem cells, and you may come up

with some treatments in five, 10
or 15 years. But when the first one

happens, itwill be front page news
in the New York Times and the

Los Angeles Times. Advances with
adult stem cells will just simply
be ignored or damned with faint
praise.”
Father Pacholczyk said there is
no federal law that prohibits using
private funds for the destruction
of human embryos. Some states
prohibit such research, but even
in heavily pro-life states such as
Louisiana, there is no prohibition
against embryonic stem cell re-
search.

“That’sa reminderto us that our
universities are very influential,”
Father Pacholczyk said. “When
these needs are brought before
the Legislature, universities will
basically send a couple of faculty
members to testify and pro-life
lawmakers get weak-kneed in the
face ofthe appearance ofuniversity
faculty.”
Father Pacholczyk said the
church needs to make clear its

objections to embryonic stem cell
research do not mean it is aloof
and cold-hearted about the plight
of those suffering with paralysis
or Parkinson’s Disease, especially
when well-known victims such as
the late ChristopherReeve garner
public sympathy.

“THE FIRST thing we need to
do is acknowledge the good inten-
tions that person has to realize a
cure or a treatment for a very seri-

ous disease,” Father Pacholczyk
said. “We all want to see people
like Christopher Reeve get out of
a wheelchair, but you have to im-
mediately ask ifthat automatically
legitimates the use of any means
whatsoever.

“Once we ask that question, it
is clear it does not. If I had to re-
move some cells froma prisoner in
order to cure Christopher Reeve,
thereby paralyzing that prisoner,
such a proposal would not be licit,
no matter how much we wanted

Christopher Reeve to walk again.
Using illicit means is intrinsically
disordered.”

Despite his breadth of knowl-
edge on the ethical dilemmas of
embryonic stem cell research, Fa-
ther Pacholczyk said he has been

quoted only one time in the New
York Times.

“Figuring out the intricacies of
the journalistic flow of informa-
tion is not a simple matter,” he
said. “I think many journalists
have their preferred list of experts.
When something breaks, they’ll
go right away to their experts and
get an opinion because they’re on
deadline, and they don’t go much
further to deepenthe whole discus-
sion.”

Father Pacholczyk will also hold
a separate talk for priests and
deacons Nov. 20 from 1:30 to 4:30

p.m.

Both the clergy and public lec-
tures will be held at the semi-

nary’s Schulte Auditorium, 2901
S. Carrollton Ave.

THE CHURCH needs to express its objections to embryonic stem cell research
in a way that makes a clear moral argument and shows compassion for persons
suffering from debilitating diseases, says Father Tadeuscz Pacholczyk, director of
the National Catholic Bioethics Center. The scientist/priest says there have been
amazing advances in adult stem cell research for possible cures. (CNS photo by cory
Silken, The Pilot, Boston)

FATHER Tadeuscz Pacholczyk, the U.S.
church’s foremost expert on embryonic
stem cell research, says the language of
science is daunting but the moral issues
are clear. (CNS photoby Gregory L. Tracy, The
Pilot, Boston)
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	A monstrance personally blessed by Pope John Paul II just months before his death was brought to the Archdiocese of New Orleans this month, with the special intention of fostering prayer for vocations to the priesthood and religious life. A solemn evening of prayer was celebrated at the Notre Dame Seminary Chapel Nov. 3, left, presided over by Archbishop Alfred C. Hughes. Father Luis Rodriguez, above, blessed a gathering of elementary students from across the archdiocese with the Blessed Sacrament at St. Dominic Church on Nov. 2. St. Dominic seventhgrader Michael Veters, above, led the recitation of the rosary. At the Notre Dame Seminary service, Archbishop Hughes told priests, deacons, religious men and women and seminarians that the call to religious life “stands in stark contrast to some of the fundamental values this world holds dear.” He said the vocational call includes the ability to “say yes to whatever it is God is inviting us to rather than to do what I want, when I want, wherever I want.... The Harvest is rich but the laborers are few. Let us hear the Lord’s summons and pray to the Lord of the Harvest that he may send laborers into the Harvest that the Harvest may be realized in our church and in our world.” (Photos by Peter Finney Jr and Ron Brocato)
	Archbishop Alfred C. Hughes
	Father William Maestri
	THE CHURCH needs to express its objections to embryonic stem cell research in a way that makes a clear moral argument and shows compassion for persons suffering from debilitating diseases, says Father Tadeuscz Pacholczyk, director of the National Catholic Bioethics Center. The scientist/priest says there have been amazing advances in adult stem cell research for possible cures. (CNS photo by cory Silken, The Pilot, Boston)
	FATHER Tadeuscz Pacholczyk, the U.S. church’s foremost expert on embryonic stem cell research, says the language of science is daunting but the moral issues are clear. (CNS photo by Gregory L. Tracy, The Pilot, Boston)
	FATHER José Lavastida, second from right, says the Hispanic Ministry Program at Notre Dame Seminary responds to a growing need to prepare priests to serve Hispanic Catholics. With him, from left, are seminarians Michael Baltrus, Mark Spruill and Joe Schwarz. (Photo by Ron Brocato)
	NEW ORLEANS Catholic schools superintendent Father William Maestri testified before the Louisiana Recovery Authority Nov. 2 in Baton Rouge about the need for “bricks-and-mortar” grant money to rebuild Catholic schools. With him are archdiocesan financial review officer Jeffrey Entwisle, seated right, and Louisiana Catholic Conference executive director Daniel Loar, seated left. (Photo by Peter Finney Jr.)
	FATHER Luis Henao, Msgr. Lanaux Rareshide and Father Thomas Kilasara of St. Margaret Mary parish, Slidell, receive a blessing of priests at a Priest Appreciation Potluck Dinner Oct. 28 at the parish.
	Untitled
	OFFICIAL Gary Baylor, who nearly died on the field last month, has returned to work as a clock operator until he’s ready to resume field duties. (Photo by Ron Brocato)
	SENIORS Alex Lorio of Archbishop Rummel (15:51.10) and Lauren Ybarzabal of Mount Carmel (19:59.61) were individual champions at the Nov. 2 District 8-5 A cross country championship meet at City Park. Mount Carmel outpointed Dominican, 23-36, to win the girls’ team title, while Jesuit won the boys’ crown for the fourth straight year with 27 points. Rummel had 45. (Photos by Ron Brocato)
	Sports by Ed Daniels
	ST. AUGUSTINE quarterback Tahlako Williams, left, and Holy Cross linebacker Ross Lytle meet in a head-on collision during first-half action of Holy Cross’ 44-6 win over the Purple Knights in the District 8-5A finale on Nov. 7 at Tad Gormley Stadium. The win enabled the Tigers to make the Class 5A playoffs with a 6-4 record. Brother Martin also made the playoffs by virtue of its 13-10 victory over Jesuit that eliminated the Blue Jays from postseason play. (Photo by Ron Brocato)
	EMILE STIEFFEL IV, a junior at De La Salle High School, has shown a flair for cooking Since age 6. (Photo by Beth Donze)
	A PHOTO illustration shows a priest cleaning the Communion vessels inside the chapel of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ building in Washington Oct. 24. At the direction of Pope Benedict XVI, extraordinary ministers of holy Communion will no longer be permitted to assist in the purification of the sacred vessels at Masses in the United States. (CNS photo illustration/Bob Roller)
	CATHOLIC schools superintendent Father William Maestri welcomed school presidents and principals to an appreciation luncheon Oct. 27. The luncheon, sponsored by Sadlier books and Young Fashions, is a relaxing event for participants. Working with the sponsors was the Council of Catholic School Cooperative Clubs. (Photo by Frank J. Methe)


